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DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELUGENCE DIRECTIVE NO. 4/4
~ PRIORITY NATIONAL INTELUIGENCE OBJECTIVES
(14 December 1954; SECRET) |

1. Pursuant to National Security Council Intellige ice Directivé:No. 4,
paragraph 2, the following list of priority national intelligence objectives
is established as'a guide for the coordination of Intelligence colilection’
and production .in response to requirements relating’ to the formulation
and execution of national security policy. T G e

2. By definition, all items in this listing are deemed to be critical na- -
tional intelligence factors requiring priority attention and effort. - Dis-
tinction is made, however, between three levels of priority within the
general priority category. Order of listing within these three groups is
a matter of convenience in presentation and has no significance with re-
spect to the relative priority of specific iters within the group. -
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3. In order to afford a stable basis for intelligence planning, this diree-
tive is designed to remain valid over an extended period. It will be re-
viewed semiannually, or on the reguest of any member of the IAC. It
is recognized that urgent interim requirements may arise requiring ad
hoc treatment, and that the criteria on which the following priorities are
established shall remain under continuing review.

4. DCID 4,2 is hereby restinded.*

1. HIGHEST PRIORITY OBJECTIVES: 'lho‘eolmchcrmcnl impor-
tance as to require a maximum inteiligence etfort.
a. Soviet over-all politico-military strategy, intentions, and plans,
particularly Soviet intentions and plans to initiate hostilities using
Soviet or Batellite armed forces.

b. Chinese Communist over-all politico-military strategy. intentions,
and pians, particularly Chinese Coamnmunist intentions and plans to
initiate hostilities using Chinese Communist armed forces

c. Boviet development, production, disposition, and employment of
weapons and other components of weapons systems requisite for nu-
clear attack on the United Btates and or key US oversess installations
or for defense of the Soviet Bloc against air attack  Particular refer-
ence 1s made to the development production, and employment of-
(1) nuclear weapons, (2) delivery systems, including aircraft, guided
missiles and related base facilities, and (3) the components of the
Soviet air defense systems

d Soviet capabilities, plans. and tntentions far the clandestine de-
livery of nuclear, bological, ur chemical weapons

II. HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES  Those of such high importanee
a8 to warrant an intensive inteiligence effort.

The USSR and Furopean Satellites

a. The Soviet estimate ot US and allied capabtiities and intentions.
0f US and allted economic and political stability. and ot ihe stiength,
cohesion. and probable developuient of the NATO Bioe

b Major Soviet international political ohbjectives and courses of &-
Lion. including economic policies and aclions, with particular reference
to courses designed to weaken and disrupt the NATO alliance or to
foment antagonism between Western and Asian powers

¢ Sovtet political strengths and weaknesses the actual locus of
political power in the UBSR. actual or potential personal or poiky
conflicts within the ruling gioup. Soviet 8atelitte relations. with par-
ticular reference to the character and degree of Soviet controj; the
strengths and weaknesses of the Soviet and Satellite apparatus of
pohice control. the extent of actual disaffection and ol potential re-
siatance in the Soviet and Satellite populations

*DCID 4/2. “Priority List of Critical Natlonaul Intetdigence Obiectite., was
lasued 28 September 1950 and revised 12 June 1952 anad 4 August 1453

NOTE Order of listing within Category [ 15 a maiter of convenienice ‘11 prom ta
tlon and has no significance with respect 1o the relntive priot, of
specific items within that category
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d Tue character of the boﬂet (muuding Batellite) ewnomy\ with
particular reference to its ability to support a major war; the motdva-
uon, Lharantex, and magnitude of current economnic development pro-
grains, their implementation, ‘and their effect upon the wonomlc po
litical. and mmla:y strength of the Soviet Bloc

¢ 50viet and Satemtc scientific and technical atrengths am:l wea}c-'
nesses &ﬁu‘tmg Soviet economic and mllltary capabilities. . ;

. The strength, composition, dls;xml.mn, capabilities, and ‘weak
nea&,s of the Soviet and Batellite armed torees, including thelr stru-
tegic. and. tactical doctrine, their political rehabillty, their lo;,xstlcal
suppart, and mnit.ary production and suxxpmng

The Far I:,nst {including Southeast Asia)

The Chinese Communist estimale of US capabmties and inten-'
'mm with respect to the Chinese Conunumnt regime and to the mtua»
tian in the Far East

h Major Chinese Communist inter ndttonal ponucal ob}ectiwe.x and
courses of acton, with particular reference to courses designed to
foruent antagonism betweer; W esteru and Astan powers and to extend
th«: area of Cronmunust imfluence and control in Asia.

. Tne interual poittical strengths aud weaknesses of the (,hmmh
(‘m anunist regime. actual or potential personal or poliey conflicts
althin the 1tulitg groop. the strengths and weaknesses of the Chinese

Communist apparatus ni police control. Lhe extent of ac tual dixatYec-
tirn and of potential vesistance ju the population of mainjand China

1. Sino-Soviet redations. with particulac reierence o the degree of
Soviet mfluence or control, the extent of Clunese Communist. {reedorm
ol gaction, and aclua! or potential strains on the xeuauunsm;» :

k The strengihs and weaknesses of the Chinese Comm unist ecme.
my, plaus {or its development, and progress thierein, scientific and
technologica! strengths and weaknesses atlecting economic and muli-
tary capabilities, the capabihitics and yulnerabiiitics of Chinese Com- .
munist internal conur unicetions and (,ummum( ations. with the USSR.

I The strength, composition: disposition, eapabililies, and weak-
nesses of the Chinese Communist armed forces, mcluding their stra-
tegic and tactical doctrine, thetr: pontica, rvliabxutv and their lt»gi.smud -
'support. , ‘

m The political and ecmmmic- strvng‘ths and \veaknessns of the |
North Kovean regune, and the relative degree of "»oviet and C'himas.»
Communist influence or control in North Korea. ™

n The sirength, composition, disposition, capabilities and wenk- -
nesses of the North Korean armed forces, inclhding t.helx pout.tcal;
reltabitity and their iogistical support. :

~0. The political and econotnic strengths and w«-aknessea of the Viet
'Mmh regirne, the nature of its political relationships with the USSR
and with Communist China, and its polmwl and milftary object.lves."‘ ;

NOTE. Order of liating within Category II ts & matier of conventence in presen-
tatdon and has no significance with respect to the relative prlority of
specific itemas within that category
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p. The strength, composition, disposition, capabilities, g
nesses of the Viet Minh armed forces, including the nature 8h
of the military aid received from Communist China and tha
q The political, economic, and military strengths and w
of non-Communist regimes in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodf
r. The reactions of the governments and peoples of South gy
east Asia to developments in Indochina and to the general #.
further Communist aggrandizement tn the region: Communigf
25X6A and subversive capabilities in those countries.

2X6stern Burope

_ — o . LA A &7
power of nuclear weapons and to increasing Soviet nuclear:
capubilities. the effect of such reactions on the colier
tiveriess of the NATO alllance '

w The extent of French support for and opposition to the T4
ment of West Germany in association with the Wes!, French
tbility to Soviet proposals for the neutralization o Germary

25X@Aect:veness of French implementation of Ui Londoy aoreoma

Greneral

w The strength. cofnpositinn, interrelationships capabihties
cal. subversive. and clandest:ne), and vulnerabilities ¢! maj
munist parties outside the Soviet Bloc and of tnte: national C
front organizations, particularly the political ard caramli
bilities and vulnerabilities of the Communist parties in F
Haly trends in global and local Communist party tactics -

HL LOWER PRIORITY OBJECTIVES: Those of sutfictent imp
to warrant priority in relation W normal coverage

South Asia, the Near East, and Africa

a The policy of the Indian (tovernment, wi'h particular
to its position in the global balance of power, 1ts relutions with'Go
munist China and the USSR, and its_ attitude toward develop
in 8outheast Asia. o :
b. The stability of the Government of Iran. with particular refere
to Tudeh strength and capabulities ERRY
NOTE  Order of Hsting within Category 11 ts a matter af o venience tn

tion end has no significance with respeet to the retative priority of &
Items within that category .
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- The stability and policy of the Egyptian Government, with par.
ticular reference to developments relating to Middle East defense plans,
the Sueg base, and the Sudan.

¢. Nationalist unrest in French North Africa and Communist con-
nections therewith.

25X6A
e stability and policy of the Governments of Fr

Europe
25X6A i:nd Italy, the general trend of popular opinjon in coun-
tries, and the trend in parliamentary politics.

25X6A

25X6A

h. The stability orientation of the Yugoslav Government. its
strategic intentions in the event of Wwar. and the strength, compaosition,
disposition, capabilities. and weaknesses of its armed forces

Latin America

1 The development of militant nationalism in Latin America and
Communist expioitation of this trend.

General
) Eeononne conditions and trends in backward countries, particu
larly as they affect vulnerabilities to Communist propagarnda on tiie
e hand and attitudes toward the United States and the West on
the other
k Non-Soviel nuclear energy research and development, the pros

duction of ﬁgsnonable materials and the use of such matenrals for
wedapons ur uther purposes

ALLEN W DULLRES
Director of Central Intelligence
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